
From: Whitmer, Gretchen (MIEOG) <Gretchen.Whitmer@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2021 12:29 PM 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]RE: Section 298 

WARNING: External e-mail. Exercise caution when clicking on links or opening attachments! 

Thank you for taking the time to contact me regarding recommendations from the statewide 
implementation language in Section 298 of the Senate’s Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services (MDHHS) Budget Proposal to improve the coordination of publicly funded physical and 
behavioral health services in the state. I truly appreciate hearing from Michiganders from across the 
state and the opportunity to respond.     

Under the Section 298 initiative, the Michigan Legislature directed MDHHS to develop a set of 
recommendations regarding the most effective policies for behavioral health services to improve the 
coordination of behavioral and physical health services for individuals with mental illnesses, intellectual 
and developmental disabilities, and substance use disorders.   

If we’re going to strengthen our health care system, we must be innovative in our approach and improve 
methods for providing services. As we continue to navigate challenges brought forth by the COVID-19 
pandemic, it’s essential that every Michigander has equitable access to quality and affordable health 
care. A comprehensive response to the behavioral health needs of Michigan should increase access to 
and quality of physical, behavioral, and children’s health services to improve patient outcomes and 
better align services to patient needs.   

The pandemic has highlighted the importance of making critical investments in public health and 
shaping our behavioral health system to work for all Michiganders. On February 11, I announced my 
budget recommendation for Fiscal Year (FY) 2022. It includes a $91 million investment to improve 
behavioral health services available to Medicare and Medicaid patients, along with children in the 
welfare system. Another $26.5 million would go toward the Certified Community Behavioral Health 
Clinics (CCBHCs) Demonstration initiative, a pilot program established by Congress, but only recently 
expanded to include Michigan, to improve the quality and availability of community‐based behavioral 
health services to vulnerable individuals, including adults with mental health or substance abuse 
disorders and children with serious emotional disturbance. The plan would also dedicate $15 million for 
capital improvements and maintenance at Michigan’s five psychiatric hospitals.   

A comprehensive overview of my budget proposal can be found here: 
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_91677---,00.html  

Tackling the complexities of health care access, as well as creating a system that works for everyone, are 
top priorities for my administration, especially during the pandemic. I remain committed to working 
with public health experts and the health care community to ensure we provide high-quality services 
and reduce costs in the most consumer-focused manner.  

While we pledge to keep our residents safe and healthy during this crisis, it is important that we ensure 
all Michiganders have access to the health care they need and increase the quality of care by using our 
resources efficiently, and I am committed to working with anyone who wants to accomplish those 
goals.  

X.E.

mailto:Gretchen.Whitmer@michigan.gov
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I would like to encourage you to contact the legislature to voice your thoughts on bills that propose 
physical and behavioral health integration for individuals on the Medicaid program by using the contact 
information below:  
  
Michigan House of Representatives – You can find your State Representative by calling the House Clerk’s 
office at 517-373-0135 or by visiting www.house.michigan.gov.   
  
Michigan State Senate – You can find your State Senator by calling Secretary of the Senate’s office at 
517-373-2400 or by visiting www.senate.michigan.gov.  
  
Thank you again for reaching out to my office. I will keep your concerns in mind as we continue to focus 
on protecting the health and interests of Michiganders amidst a public health crisis. I am committed not 
only to putting the health and safety of all Michiganders first, but also to making sure that our state 
government is effectively serving and communicating with families and communities across the state. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me again about any issue of importance to you.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Gretchen Whitmer  
Governor of Michigan   
 

http://www.senate.michigan.gov/
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