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Executive Director 

Medical Director 

Board Chairman 

Promoting Discovery & Recovery Opportunities for Healthy Minds & Bodies 

October 5, 2020 

Mr. Jeffery L. Wieferich, M.A., LLP, JW 

Director, Bureau of Community Based Services 

Department of Health and Human Services 

320 South Walnut Street 

PO Box 30815 

Lansing, Michigan 48909 

Dear Mr. Wieferich, 

I am writing in regard to the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 

policies for training, certification and practices for Peer Support Specialists and Peer 

Recovery Coaches. In particular, I am concerned about the requirement that 

successful candidates for both positions have experience receiving services through 

the public behavioral health care system. While I understand the reasoning for this 

requirement, to maximize the synergy between the peer and the individual receiving 

services, I also believe this requirement will exclude many qualified people and 

impede the ability of organizations like St. Clair County Community Mental Health 

(CMH) to hire the most dedicated and effective people. While experience with the 

public behavioral health care system is indeed a benefit, it is surpassed by a person’s 

ability to be a positive role model, offer hope to others, relate to others, teach coping 

and self-help strategies, and provide support during a crisis. These skills exist in 

abundance among individuals who received private behavioral health services as 

well as those who received public behavioral health services. This appears to have 

been recognized by allowing individuals with private behavioral health care services 

experience to serve as Youth Peer Supports. Because Peer programs at CMH are a 

critical recovery component for many people we serve, I am requesting that this 

same standard be applied to Peer Support Specialists and Peer Recovery Coaches.  

I am available to discuss this matter further at your convenience. Thank you for your 

attention to this matter.  

Sincerely, 

Debra Johnson, 

Executive Director 

IX.E.


