2020
SUMMER
FUN GUIDE
Activities for families
with young children in
St. Clair County

EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES
Prepared by the St. Clair County Great Start Parent Coalition
Working together for children ages 0–8

FIND A HIGH-QUALITY

Free preschool programs
for children ages 0–5
e Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP)
and Head Start preschool program cover
the key areas a child needs to be ready for
kindergarten.
Some of what your child will experience
at a high-quality preschool:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Listening & telling stories
Singing songs & making music
Reciting rhymes
Learning letters & sounds
Sorting, counting, & matching
Recognizing & writing numbers
Cooperative play
Physical activities

One application,
multiple options:

About Head Start
Head Start is a federal
program that promotes
the school readiness
of children birth to age
5 from low-income
families by enhancing
their cognitive,
social, and emotional
development.

About e Great
Start Readiness
Program
GSRP is Michigan’s
state-funded preschool
program for 4-yearolds with factors that
may place them at
risk of educational
failure. e program
is administered by the
Michigan Department of
Education.

You may be eligible for more than you realize:
810

455-4018 or 810 982-8541

ese materials were developed under a grant awarded by the Michigan Department of Education
and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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Make this summer extra special
for you and your child
KIDS ARE BUSY PEOPLE. e world is still new to them, with new things to
see around every corner. eir energy level is high. ey like to run and play
and touch and taste. ey are learning every minute.
PARENTS LIKE YOU are busy, too. And, frankly, you can run out of ideas far
more quickly than your child runs out of questions. is booklet was created
to help busy parents find new things to do with their children this summer.
NO MATTER WHAT activity you choose — and we hope you’ll find more
than a few in here — what’s most important to your children is that you’re
spending time with them. e best activities are interesting for both of you.
THIS GUIDE WAS created by parents like you who participate in the Great
Start Parent Coalition. e coalition is made up of volunteers dedicated
to helping parents connect with the programs, activities, services and
resources available to families with young children. We welcome you to
join us.
YOU ALSO CAN HELP us improve this guide next year by keeping your
eyes and ears open when you visit any of these sites. Tell us what you liked
and didn’t like. Offer your suggestions on what parents should know before
they plan a visit. And certainly, we’d love to hear your ideas on anything not
included that you think should be listed next year.
FIND OUT MORE about the Great Start Parent Coalition. RESA’s Jennifer
Gunderson can answer your questions, and is happy to hear your suggestions.
Contact her at (810) 455-4443 or gunderson.jennifer@sccresa.org.
COALITION MEMBERS WHO helped create this guide: James Crorey,
Veronica Dimick, Alicia Morley, Angie Pizzo, Elizabeth VanKuiken, Maureen
Webber, and Megan White-Noel.
– e St. Clair County Great Start Parent Coalition
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Give your child a Great Start!

Great Start Home Visiting
Give your child an advantage when
it’s time for them to start school

The Great Start Home Visiting program is all about you,
your child, and your family. We believe that parents are a
child’s first and most important teacher. Our focus is on
discussing developmental milestones, identifying delays,
and providing parents with knowledge and tools to support
child development and well being. We work with parents to
enhance their child’s intellectual, language, social, emotional
and physical development from birth to age 5.

Free Services

As a participating family, you receive all four components
of our services:
• Personal visits from a parent educator
• Participation in early learning group activities
• Network of community resources
• Child health and development screenings

For more information or questions, contact:
Jennifer Gunderson, Parent Liaison/Parent Educator
(810) 455-4443 • gunderson.jennifer@sccresa.org

Early Learning
Group
Connections

Families can participate
in free playgroups that
are offered monthly
at our Great Start
Centers throughout
the county. ese
groups give parents the
opportunity to learn
and share information
on parenting issues
and child development.
Parents learn from and
support each other,
observe their child
with other children,
practice parenting
skills and enjoy fun
activities together with
other children. Groups
focus on music and
movement, literacy, art,
and child development.

Stay Connected
GreatStartStClair.org
@GreatStartStClair
e Great Start program is administered locally by the
St. Clair County Regional Educational Service Agency.
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@GreatStartStClair
/greatstartsc

COVID-19 UPDATE:
Many events, programs, and activities have been canceled
and postponed due to concerns around the COVID-19
pandemic. We recommend checking with each organization
for up-to-date information about events and programs
listed in this book.
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY RESA:

YOUR EARLY CHILDHOOD PARTNER
RESA coordinates a number of services for the families of children ages
0–5. e Department of Early Childhood Services can also refer families to
additional resources, depending on each family’s unique needs.

Early On: Answering questions
about your child’s development
Early On is Michigan’s system of coordinating early
intervention services for children birth to age 3 who may
have a developmental delay or a medical condition that
could lead to a delay.
Growing and learning are your child’s most important jobs.
Sometimes, parents notice that their baby or toddler does
not seem to be at the same stage of development as other
children the same age. Identifying concerns can begin at
home. Early identification of possible problems can lead to
early help so each child can be more successful.
Submit an online referral form at: bit.ly/referralearlyon
More information available at: www.sccresa.org

Great Start Collaborative:
Offering support to all parents
e St. Clair County Great Start Collaborative is a partnership
of parents, child care providers, service providers, businesses
and other community leaders who are committed to giving
every child in St. Clair County a great start in life.
Great Start Home Visiting and Early Learning Groups
Great Start Home Visiting has five FREE centers for St.
Clair County families of children ages 0-5. Families can get
information on home visits with a parent educator, lending
library, developmental milestones and screenings, parenting
tips, family resources, and Early Learning Groups.
Great Start Parent Coalition
e Parent Coalition works to raise awareness and support
for early childhood programming in the community. ey give
parents who are passionate about childhood issues a way to
volunteer in their community.
More information available at: www.GreatStartStClair.org
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Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP):
Helping your child be ready for kindergarten
GSRP is Michigan’s state-funded preschool program for
4-year-olds who have factors that may place them at risk.
e program uses developmentally appropriate practices in
a play-based curriculum with the goal of preparing children
to successfully enter kindergarten. e program is free to
eligible families. Children must be 4 on or before September 1
of the school year in which they are enrolling.
More information available at: www.sccresa.org

Imagination Library:
Putting books in the hands of young children
e Imagination Library is a FREE program that provides
books to children ages 0–5 in St. Clair County. e program
provides registered children a new book each month from
the month of birth until their fi©h birthday. Each carefully
selected book is mailed in the child’s name directly to his or
her home.
Every child age 0-5 years old living in St. Clair County is
eligible to register for Imagination Library.
More information available at: www.sccresa.org

NEED HELP? CALL:

Northeast Michigan
GET CONNECTED. GET HELPTM

Your First Call for Help
Free • Confidential

24 hours a day • 7 days a week

Call 2-1-1 for quick and easy access
to services in St. Clair County:
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

Clothing, personal & household needs
Disaster services
Education & employment
Food & meals
Health care, mental health & addiction
Housing & utilities
Income support & assistance, tax assistance
Individual, family & community support
Information services for non-profit groups
Legal, consumer & public safety
Government & economic services
Transportation services
Volunteer opportunities
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Here for every stage of life

Community First Health Centers offers a range of health care and
support services for every age and stage of life!

Primary Care & Women’s Health Services:

Maternal Infant Health Program (MIHP):

Women, Infant & Children (WIC):

Learn more today!
Online: www.CommunityFirstHC.org
By Phone: 586-749-5173
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Top 10 Reasons to Foster a Teenager

1

We are able to tell you what
we feel, want, need, fear,
and think. You don’t have to
guess…or change diapers!

2

We deserve love
and security.

3

We want a family and we are
choosing you just as much as
you are choosing us.

4

You can teach us all kinds of
fun and valuable things, like
driving, budgeting, cooking,
and cleaning.

5

You can form lifelong
relationships with us.

Dispelling Three
Common Myths
About Foster Care

You don’t have
to be married.

For more information, speak to a Licensing Specialist at
the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services.
St. Clair County Department
of Health & Human Services
220 Fort Street, Port Huron, MI 48060
810-966-2011

6
7

We have so many gifts and
talents. You may learn new
things from us, too—like
technology, fashion, and
slang!
We may be sensitive, but we
are resilient.

8

We appreciate the small
things—family dinners, movie
nights, one-on-one attention.

9

You can show us what is
important in life, help us gain
independence, and start
adulthood with hope.

10

We need a champion. You
can be a part of the reason
one of us goes to college or
achieves something great.

You don’t have
to live in or own a
house.

Children in foster
care are just
regular kids.

Michigan Department of Health & Human Services
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VISIT THESE WEBSITES FOR EVENT INFORMATION
Blue Water Area Chamber
of Commerce
www.bluewaterchamber.com

City of Port Huron
www.porthuron.org

Discover the Blue
www.bluewater.org

City of St. Clair
www.cityofstclair.com
www.stclairrec.com

City of Algonac
www.cityofalgonac.org

Port Huron Recreation Department
www.porthuronrec.com

City of Capac
www.villageofcapac.com

Town of Yale
www.yalechamber.com

City of Marine City
www.marinecity-mi.org
www.visitmarinecity.com

YMCA of the Blue Water Area
www.bluewaterymca.com

City of Marysville
www.cityofmarysvillemi.com

“Make your Realty Dreams Reality
with Jeffrey and Alychia!”
Jeffrey
Malinowski

Associate Broker/Owner
810-292-8861
jeff@jsmrealtyllc.com

Alychia
Lacourciere

Realtor®
586-747-0690
alychiasellshomes@gmail.com

110 S. 3rd Street, Suite 120 • St. Clair, MI 48079
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Master Gardeners of St. Clair County

along with the St. Clair County Library System, present:

PIZZA GARDENS 2020!
Plant a mini-greenhouse to take home
Plant a pizza garden at the library
Learn about pollinators, weeds, and worms
Pick veggies and make a pita pizza

Port Huron Library

Marysville Library

Yale Library

All ages welcome!
No charge. Registration is required. Contact library to register.
Activities will be determined by the Governor’s orders and recommendations
of local health officials. Dates and times will be posted on the St. Clair County
Library System and Great Start Collaborative Facebook pages.

James M. Gorinac
Surveyors p.l.l.c.

SERVICES
Boundary Surveys
ALTA/ACSM Surveys
Topographic Surveys
Mortgage Reports
Flood Elevation
Certificates
Letter of Map
Amendments
Condominiums
Subdivisions
Storm Water Operation

Call or email for a free estimate.

James M. Gorinac Surveyors is proud to provide professional surveying services
to the southeast Michigan area. With over 25 years of surveying experience
and state-of-the-art equipment, we are capable of providing prompt professional
service for all your surveying needs.
5249 Robinwood Dr, Clyde, MI 48049 • (810) 300-9915 ph/text • (810) 982-4049 fax
mail@MiSurvey.us • www.MiSurvey.us
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THINGS TO DO: FREE & LOW-COST ACTIVITIES
ARTS & CRAFTS
HOME DEPOT FREE KIDS
WORKSHOPS
4195 24th Ave, Fort Gratiot
Contact store for details:
(810) 385-2932
Cost: Free
Ages: All ages
Wood projects for kids to build.
First Saturday of each month between
9 am and noon.
ST. CLAIR ART ASSOCIATION
201 N. Riverside Ave, St. Clair
(810) 329-9576
www.stclairart.org
@stclairart
Ages: All ages
e St. Clair Art Association offers art
classes for adults and youth. Summer
Camp is planned for July 29–August 31.
Check website and Facebook page for
information.
STUDIO 1219
1219 Military, Port Huron
(810) 984-ARTS (2787)
www.studio1219.com
Hours: 11 am–6 pm
Cost: No admission charge
Ages: All ages
Studio 1219 is the largest public art
facility in Michigan’s umb Region.
It features a fine art gallery, a pottery
studio, gallery gi© shop and solo artist
gallery. Studio 1219 also offers art
classes for a fee. Visit the website for
details.

BEACHES
CHRYSLER BEACH, MARYSVILLE
River Rd across from Water Treatment
Plant
Beach and boardwalk. Swim at your
own risk. Free.
FORT GRATIOT BEACH, FORT GRATIOT
Just off M-25 on Metcalf Road on Lake
Huron
Beach, picnic areas, playground, and
paved walking trails. Free.
LAKEPORT STATE PARK AND BEACH,
LAKEPORT
7605 Lakeshore Rd
Beach, campground.
LAKESIDE BEACH, PORT HURON
Gratiot Ave. north of Holland
Beach, playground, grills. No lifeguard.
Parking fee. For parking passes and
more information, call (810) 984-9760.
LIGHTHOUSE PARK, PORT HURON
3002 Conger St
900 feet of waterfront and beach on
Lake Huron with a picnic area. Not
recommended for swimming due to the
swi© current. For parking passes and
more information, call (810) 984-9760.
MARINE CITY PUBLIC BEACH
Downtown N. Water St
Shady, grassy park next to the beach.
Free.

For beach closures:
Call 877-504-SWIM or
check on Facebook:

@StClairCountyBeaches
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THINGS TO DO: FREE & LOW-COST ACTIVITIES
CAMPGROUNDS
CALL FOR FEES AND TIMES
FOR DAILY ACTIVITIES
KOA EMMETT
3864 Breen Rd, Emmett
(810) 395-7042
Aqua park, beach, and play area.
KOA PORT HURON & SAWMILL CITY
5111 Lapeer, Kimball
(810) 987-4070
Water slide, miniature golf, bumper
boats, go carts, train rides, bank-shot
basketball, batting cages, water wars.

FARMS, FARMERS
MARKETS, ORCHARDS

FARMS, FARMERS MARKETS &
ORCHARDS, CONT’D
WIEGAND’S ORCHARD
11036 Metcalf Rd, Yale
(810) 387-2068
VANTAGE POINT FARMERS MARKET
51 Water St., Port Huron
(810) 985-3983
Open: May 12–June 26 (Saturdays, 8
am–2 pm, July 3–Oct 27 (Tuesdays &
Saturdays, 8 am–2 pm)
ZWIERNIK’S STRAWBERRIES
4064 Emmett Rd, Emmett
(810) 384-1712

GYMNASTICS

CALL FOR FEES & TIMES

CALL FOR FEES & TIMES

BLUERIDGE BLUEBERRY FARM
16276 Donald Rd, Capac
(810) 395-2245
Pick your own blueberries.

ALL AMERICAN FLAMES GYMNASTIX
2915 Lapeer Rd, Port Huron
(810) 985-3547
www.flamesgym.com
Ages: 18 months and older.

J & M FARM
16545 Bordman Rd, Allenton
(810) 798-3743 or (810) 614-2954
Market and farm.
MARVIN’S GARDEN
5385 Burtch Rd, Jeddo
(810) 327-2691
Open: August–October (Mon–Sat,
9 am–5 pm and Sun 1–6 pm)
Pick your own red raspberries and
blackberries.

HURON PHYSICAL ARTS CENTER
1006 Military St, Port Huron
(810) 984-5861
www.hpackids.com
Ages: 1 year and older.

MCCALLUM’S ORCHARD &
CIDER MILL
5697 Harris Rd, Jeddo
(810) 327-6394
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THINGS TO DO: FREE & LOW-COST ACTIVITIES
LIBRARY SYSTEM, ST. CLAIR COUNTY
A child is never too young for their own library card. Library cards are free and with
them children gain access to books, puppets, music, movies and online streaming
and educational services. All branches offer free programs and special events for
children including ongoing opportunities in early literacy, art and music. Libraries
are more than books. Summer programs include a summer reading program,
summer ELA enrichment program, movement and music classes, pop-up story time
at Lighthouse Beach, kids garden, make-and-take classes and much more. Visit the
library website at sccl.lib.mi.us for program details or stop by any branch to learn
about free resources and services.
ST. CLAIR COUNTY MAIN BRANCH
210 McMorran Blvd, Port Huron
(810) 987-7323
Mon–urs: 8:30 am–9 pm
Fri & Sat: 8:30 am–5 pm

MARINE CITY
300 S. Parker, Marine City
(810) 765-5233
Mon, Tues, Wed, urs: 9 am–8 pm
Fri & Sat: 9 am–5 pm

ALGONAC-CLAY
2011 St. Clair River Dr, Algonac
(810) 794-4471
Mon–urs: 9 am–8 pm
Fri & Sat: 9 am–5 pm

MARYSVILLE
1175 Delaware, Marysville
(810) 364-9493
Mon–urs: 9 am–8 pm
Fri & Sat: 9 am–5 pm

BURTCHVILLE TOWNSHIP
7093 Second St, Lakeport
(810) 385-8550
Mon & urs: 12–8 pm
Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat: 9 am–5 pm

MEMPHIS
34830 Potter St, Memphis
(810) 392-2980
Mon & urs: 12–8 pm
Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat: 9 am–5 pm

CAPAC
111 N. Main, Capac
(810) 395-7000
Mon & urs: 12–8 pm
Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat: 9 am–5 pm

ST. CLAIR
310 S. Second St, St. Clair
(810) 329-3951
Mon–urs: 9 am–8 pm
Fri & Sat: 9 am–5 pm

G. LYNN CAMPBELL
1955 N. Allen Rd, Kimball
(810) 982-9171
Mon & urs: 12–8 pm
Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat: 9 am–5 pm

YALE
2 Jones St, Yale
(810) 387-2940
Mon–urs: 9 am–8 pm
Fri & Sat: 9 am–5 pm

IRA TOWNSHIP
7013 Meldrum Rd, Fair Haven
(586) 725-9081
Mon & urs: 12–8 pm
Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat: 9 am–5 pm
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THINGS TO DO: FREE & LOW-COST ACTIVITIES
MUSEUMS
SITES OPERATED BY THE PORT
HURON MUSEUM

Visit www.phmuseum.org for more
information.

Hours and admission for all sites:
Hours:
• Year round: Tues–Sat, 11 am–4 pm
• A©er June 12: Sun–Sat, 10 am–5 pm
Admission:
• Adults: $10
• Seniors and students: $7
• Family admission: $25 (2 adults and
up to 4 children; $3 each addt’l child)
• Children age 4 & under: free
CARNEGIE CENTER
1115 6th St, Port Huron
(810) 982-0891
HURON LIGHTSHIP
AT PINE GROVE PARK
800 Prospect Place, Port Huron (at the
end of Prospect Place, on the north side
of Pine Grove Park)
(810) 984-9768
THOMAS EDISON DEPOT MUSEUM
510 Edison Parkway, Port Huron
(beneath the Blue Water Bridges along
the St. Clair River Boardwalk)
(810) 455-0035
FORT GRATIOT LIGHTHOUSE
& GIFT SHOP
2802 Omar St, Port Huron (at the east
end of Garfield St)
(810) 216-6923
CLOSED TOE SHOES REQUIRED TO
CLIMB THE LIGHTHOUSE.

ALGONAC CLAY HISTORICAL
MUSEUM
1240 St. Clair River Dr, Algonac
(810) 794-9015
Admission: FREE
CAPAC COMMUNITY MUSEUM
401 East Kempf Ct, Capac
(810) 395-2859
Admission: FREE
HISTORICAL VILLAGE AT GOODELLS
PARK
8345 County Park Dr, Goodells
(810) 989-6960
Admission: FREE
KNOWLTON ICE MUSEUM
317 Grand River Ave, Port Huron
(810) 987-5441
www.knowltonsicemuseum.org
Admission: $5 adults, $4 seniors, $2
children 6–10 and children 5 and under
are FREE.
MARINE CITY PRIDE
AND HERITAGE MUSEUM
405 S. Main St, Marine City
(810) 765-5446
Hours: June–Oct, Sat & Sun, 1–4 pm
Admission: FREE
MUSEUM OF OFF ROAD ADVENTURE
8061 Marsh Rd, Clay Twp
877-FWD-MORA
Hours: Sundays, 10 am–3 pm
RED BRICK SCHOOL HOUSE
696 Meisner Rd, East China
(810) 765-8879
Hours: 2nd Saturday of the month,
11 am–3 pm
Admission: FREE
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THINGS TO DO: FREE & LOW-COST ACTIVITIES
MUSEUMS, CONT’D
SC4 EXPERIENCE CENTER
323 Erie St, Port Huron
(810) 984-3881
1st Floor, Clara E. McKenzie Building
Admission: FREE
Hours: Mon–ur: 9 am–7 pm;
Fri: 9 am–5 pm; Sat: 9 am–4 pm,
Sunday closed.
ST. CLAIR HISTORICAL MUSEUM
308 South 4th St, St. Clair
(810) 329-6888
www.historicstclair.com
Hours: Tues, 9:30 am–12 pm;
Sat & Sun 1:30–4:30 pm
Admission: FREE
WILLS SAINTE CLAIRE AUTO MUSEUM
2408 Wills St, Marysville
(810) 388-5050
Hours: 2nd Sunday of the month, 1–4 pm
Admission: $6

NATURE AREAS
ALICE W. MOORE WOODS NATURE
SANCTUARY, ST. CLAIR
999 Stratford Rd, St. Clair
(517) 655-5655
Entrance located at the intersection of
Stratford and Hawthorne roads
A mature oak-hickory woods with
a peaceful pond and a 1.5 mile long
nature trail. ere is parking at the
entrance, but there are no restroom
facilities.
PINE RIVER STABLES
1200 Stein Road, St. Clair
(586) 894-2756
Public horseback riding through 100
acres of rolling wooded trails. Call and
leave a message for more information.
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NATURE AREAS, CONT’D
PINE RIVER NATURE CENTER
2585 Castor Rd, Goodells
(810) 364-5477
Adjacent to Goodells County Park
Features over three miles of trails
open daily from dawn until dusk and
the state’s only universally accessible
treehouse. e Nature Center building
with restrooms is open M–, 8:30
am–4:30 pm, Fri, 8:30 am–3 pm
SANBORN NATURE AREA
Adjacent to Sanborn Park
(810) 984-9760
Features a diversity of plant and
animal life and is frequently used by
area teachers and organizations as
a resource for nature instruction. e
trails and bridge add to the unspoiled
effect of the area.
ST. CLAIR COUNTY PARKS
& RECREATION TRAILS
(810) 989-6960
• Beards Hills Recreation Area
• Bridge to Bay Trail
• Wadhams to Avoca Trail
• Woodsong Nature Area (NEW!)
• Columbus Township Park
SUNNY FIELDS BOTANICAL PARK
5444 Welch Rd, Emmett
(810) 387-2765
A private botanical park promoting
horticultural and environmental
education. Find over a thousand
different kinds of plants in tranquil and
unique surroundings with exotic and
native specimens. Open: April-October
by appointment. Donations accepted.
For events: visitsunnyfields.org

THINGS TO DO: FREE & LOW-COST ACTIVITIES
PARKS WITH PLAYGROUNDS
BROCKWAY TOWNSHIP PARK
Walking trails, fishing dock,
playground, picnic tables, grills, park
benches, soccer, baseball field.
CAPAC YOUTH SPORTS WALKING
TRAIL AND PLAYSCAPE
Located on the southwest corner of the
Capac Schools campus.
CLAY TOWNSHIP PARK
On Pte. Tremble Road next to the Clay
Township offices and police department
Playground, walking path, splash pad,
pavilion, sandbox, picnic tables, grills.
COTTRELLVILLE TOWNSHIP PARK
7008 Marsh Rd
Playground.
EAST CHINA PARK
Located at M-29 and Recor Road
“Kid-E-Scape” playground, wooded
nature paths, paved bike path, picnic
pavilion.
FORT GRATIOT PARK
Just off M-25 on Metcalf Road on Lake
Huron
Beach access, restrooms, picnic areas,
playground, paved walking trails.

IRA TOWNSHIP PARK
7085 Meldrum Rd
Beyond the library on Short Cut Road
Playground, nature trails, furnished
picnic tables, grills.
LAKESIDE PARK, PORT HURON
North of Holland Ave. and Gratiot
intersection
Beach access, playground, splash pad,
restrooms, picnic areas with tables and
grills. Parking fee.
MARYSVILLE CITY PARK, MARYSVILLE
Located at Huron and River roads
Playground, splash pad, covered picnic
area, soccer field, train car for viewing.
PALMER PARK
2829 Armour St, Port Huron
(810) 984-9760
• Sprout City Play Area: is interactive
play area resembles a small town
where kids can ride bikes between
different buildings and play areas.
Toys and tricycles are available
to check out. Must bring your own
helmet. Free. Weather permitting.

GOODELLS COUNTY PARK
Historical Village, butterfly garden,
picnic pavilion, playground, splash pad.

• Super Slide: Two artifical 150-foot
ramps provide year-round sledding.
A parent or legal guardian must sign
a waiver for anyone under 18. Free for
ages 4 and up.

GREIG PARK, ST. CLAIR
Located on North Carney Dr
“Imagination Station” play structure,
nature interpretive trails, picnic shelter.

RILEY TOWNSHIP PARK
At Belle River and Riley Center roads
Playground, covered picnic area,
basketball courts, grills.
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THINGS TO DO: FREE & LOW-COST ACTIVITIES
SKATING
CALL FOR FEES & TIMES

CALL FOR FEES & TIMES

FAMILY FUN AND SKATE
1080 Wadhams Rd, Kimball
(810) 367-4387
familyfunandskate19.biz
Hours: ur 7–10 pm, Fri 7–10:30 pm,
Sat 12:30–10:30 pm, Sun 1–8 pm

MARYSVILLE SKATE PARK
596 Busha Hwy, Marysville

GLACIER POINTE ICE COMPLEX
4150 Dove Rd, Port Huron
(810) 364-9797

ST. CLAIR SKATE PARK
860 Carney Dr, St. Clair

SUMMER READING
BARNES & NOBLE BOOKSELLERS
4325 24th Ave, Fort Gratiot
(810) 385-4849
Summer Reading Program Journal
available in-store or online at
barnesandnoble.com. Storytime:
Saturdays, 11 am. All Ages. FREE. For
more events: barnesandnoble.com or
call (810) 385-4849.
ST. CLAIR COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
Imagine Your Story Summer Reading
Program
June 15-August 15
Visit a local branch near you to see how
you can get involved or visit the library
website at sccl.lib.mi.us for program
details.
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McMORRAN PLACE
701 McMorran Blvd, Port Huron
(810) 985-6166

THINGS TO DO: FREE & LOW-COST ACTIVITIES
SPLASH PARKS AND POOLS
CALL FOR FEES & TIMES
ALGONAC CITY POOL
(810) 794-2378
BLUE WATER YMCA
1525 ird St, Port Huron
(810) 987-6400

MARINE CITY HIGH SCHOOL POOL
1085 Ward St, Marine City
(810)765-8094
MARYSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL POOL
555 East Huron Blvd, Marysville
(810) 455-1302

CITY OF ST. CLAIR OUTDOOR POOL
715 Orchard St, St. Clair
(810) 329-5279

MARYSVILLE SPLASH PAD
1440 River Rd, Marysville
Located in Marysville City Park
Admission: FREE

CLAY TOWNSHIP SPLASH PAD
Located on Pte. Tremble Road next to
the Clay Twp offices and Police Dept
Admission: FREE

ST. CLAIR HIGH SCHOOL POOL
2200 Clinton Ave, St. Clair
(810) 329-6691

COURT STREET POOL
2025 Court St, Port Huron
(810) 984-9760
GOODELLS COUNTY PARK SPLASH PAD
8345 County Park Dr, Goodells
(810) 989-6960
Open daily 10 am–8 pm
Admission: FREE

SANBORN POOL
1919 Sanborn St, Port Huron
(810) 984-9764
STEBBINS FAMILY SPLASH PAD
AT KNOX PARK
Located at 24th and Dove streets
Open daily 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Admission: Free

LAKESIDE PARK SPLASH PAD
North of Holland & Gratiot intersection
Open daily 11 am–7 pm
Admission: FREE, but there is a
parking fee.
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THINGS TO DO: EARLY LEARNING GROUPS
GREAT START EARLY LEARNING GROUPS
Families of children ages 0–5 can participate in free playgroups that are offered
weekly at our Great Start Centers throughout the county. ese groups give parents
the opportunity to learn and share information on parenting issues and child
development. Parents learn from and support each other, observe their child with
other children, practice parenting skills and enjoy fun activities together with other
children. Groups focus on music and movement, literacy, art, and child development.
For more information or questions, contact:

Early Learning Groups will not be held in person during the state’s Stay
Home, Stay Safe order. Information will be posted on the Great Start
Collaborative Facebook page when in-person Early Learning Groups
resume.
Jennifer Gunderson
(810) 455-4443
gunderson.jennifer@sccresa.org

EARLY LEARNING GROUPS
• Mondays, 10–11 a.m.
Pointe Tremble Early Childhood Center
9541 Phelps Rd, Algonac
• Tuesdays, 10–11 a.m.
John F. Farrell-Emmett Elementary
3300 Kinney Rd, Emmett
• Wednesdays, 10–11 a.m.
Capac Elementary
351 West Kempf Ct, Capac
• Wednesdays, 10–11 a.m.;
• ursdays, 10–11 a.m.
St. Clair County RESA, East Campus
1111 Delaware Ave, 2nd Floor, Marysville
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THINGS TO DO: WEBSITES TO EXPLORE
ACTIVITIES ON THE INTERNET
ABCYA
ABCya offers hundreds of fun, engaging
learning activities for preschool
through 5th grade. Free on any desktop
computer. Subscription required for use
on tablets and mobile device.
abcya.com

THE LAURIE BERKNER BAND
CHANNEL: MUSIC FOR
PRESCHOOLERS
Includes lots of music videos and fun
things for you and your child to watch.
youtube.com/user/
eLaurieBerknerBand

ART FOR KIDS HUB
Includes many lessons that are perfect
for any age, all you need are a few
supplies!
youtube.com/user/ArtforKidsHub

PICKLE BUMS
is awesome website provides a
variety of fun activities. Download free
templates for easy at home cra©s.
picklebums.com

COSMIC YOGA
Cosmic Kids Yoga is all about making
yoga and mindfullness fun for kids.
cosmickids.com

PBS KIDS
Educational games and videos from
Curious George, Wild Kratts and other
PBS KIDS shows!
pbskids.org

FUNBRAIN
Funbrain offers free educational games
and books that develop skills in math,
reading, problem solving and literacy.
funbrain.com
GO NOODLE
Go Noodle videos get kinds moving to
be their strongest, bravest, silliest, and
smartest selves.
family.gonoodle.com

READING BRIGHT START
Includes milestones, a literacy screener
and activities to support parents and
children at different ages and levels.
readingbrightstart.org
READING ROCKETS
Reading Rockets offers information
and resources on how young children
learn to read, why so many struggle,
and how caring adults can help.
readingrockets.org
ST. CLAIR COUNTY LIBRARY
Free online resources, EBooks, audio
books and more with your library card.
sccl.lib.mi.us
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY

COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH

CHILD & FAMILY SERVICES
St. Clair County Community Mental Health Child & Family
Services provides support to children with serious emotional
disturbances, intellectual/developmental disabilities, or
substance use disorders. Services are tailored to each child’s
needs through a Person Centered or Family Centered Plan
that is based on the family’s hopes, goals and desires.

For more information and access to services, please call the
Region 10 Access Line at 1-888-225-4447. For in-person
crisis support, call the Mobile Crisis Unit at 1-810-966-2575
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THINGS TO DO: MAKE A HEALTHY SNACK

1 0 0 Snacks for Kids
Fruits

apple sauce
apple
banana
blackberries
blueberries
cantaloupe
cherries
dates
dried apple rings
dried cherries
dried cranberries
figs
fruit cup
fruit leather
grapes
honeydew melon
kiwi
mango
orange
peach
pineapple
plum
raisins
raspberries
squeezy fruit
strawberries
watermelon

Cool
Treats

frozen yogurt
ice cream
Jell-O
popsicle
pudding
sherbet
smoothie
sorbet

Protein

almonds
baked beans
black beans
cashews
cheese cubes
cheese shreds
cheese slices
cheese stick
cottage cheese
deli meat
garbanzo beans
hard boiled eggs
peanuts
pecans
pistachios
sunflower seeds
walnuts
yogurt

Baked
Goodies
biscuit
cookie
muffin
pancake
scone
waffle

Dips &
Spreads

guacamole
hummus
Nutella
peanut butter
ranch dressing
sunflower seed butter

Veggies

avocado
baby carrots
bell pepper slices
celery
cherry tomatoes
corn on the cob
cucumber slices
edamame
snow peas
sugar snap peas
sweet potato fries
veggie chips

Carbs

bagel
bagel chips
cereal
cereal bar
cheese crackers
cold pasta
energy bites
English muffin
graham crackers
granola bar
oatmeal
pita bread
pita chips
popcorn
pretzels
rice
rice cakes
rice pudding
tapioca pudding
toast
tortilla
tortilla chips
wheat crackers
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THINGS TO DO: INDOOR ACTIVITIES

Ideas for a Rainy Day
GOOGLE ANY OF THESE IDEAS FOR TIPS

Arts &
Cras

• Make playdough
or moon dough
• Google “How to
draw…”
• Turn a cardboard box
into a car, rocket, or
boat
• Make a dollhouse or
even a whole town
inside a cardboard
box
• Paint with marbles or
fingerpaint
• Make puppets out
of paper bags or
old socks. Put on a
puppet show
• Make flowers out of
coffee filters
• Learn origami
• Make friendship
bracelets
• Build things
with grapes and
toothpicks
• Make “stained glass”
with contact paper
• Try symmetry
drawing
• Create with Perler
beads
• Try papier mache
• Paint flower pots
• Make a fairy garden
• Make bookmarks
• Paint on construction
paper with water
• Make art with crayons
and a blowdryer
• Try paper weaving
• Make cra©s with toilet
paper rolls
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Fun &
Games

• Play board games
• Play hide and seek
• Play Duck, Duck,
Goose
• Play Mother May I?
• Hold a treasure hunt
• Play balloon tennis
• Have a paper
airplane competition
• Play Red Light, Green
Light
• Make a kid escape
room

Sensory
Play

• Make an oil and
water sensory bag
• Make a senory tub
with dried beans, rice
& peas
• Play in a sink of water

Science

• Make a volcano
• Make elephant
toothpaste
• Put a bar of
Ivory soap in the
microwave
• Make a tin can
telephone
• Learn a magic trick
• Make rock candy

Get
Cooking

• Bake together
• Make banana splits
• Have a “Chopped”
cooking showdown
• Have an indoor picnic

Playtime

• Make a fort
• Sort cars, trains,
or dinos by color
• Play hospital or vet
with dolls or stuffed
animals
• Have a toy car wash
• Go camping indoors
• Make a play food
restaurant
• Play with water beads
• Take a bubble bath
• Build a tall tower out
of anything
• Make an I-spy bottle
• Make a pom pom
kitchen
• Make balloon rockets
• Play with stickers
• Play with flashlights
in the dark
• Make an at-home spa
• Create an indoor
obstacle course
• Play indoor bowling
• String beads
• Sort buttons
• Make LEGO mosaics

THINGS TO DO: INDOOR ACTIVITIES

Ideas for a Rainy Day
GOOGLE ANY OF THESE IDEAS FOR TIPS

Movement
& Music

• Form a rock band
• Practice yoga
• Make a ball pit in a
laundry basket
• Jump on bubble wrap

Word
Play

• Visit the library
• Learn some words
in sign language
• Make a reading cave,
and read in the dark
with flashlights
• Write a book
• Create a family
newspaper
• Write a letter and mail
it
• Have an alphabet
scavenger hunt
• Write with shaving
cream
• Create a comic strip
• Look up some jokes
• Solve some riddles
• Play sight word games
AND FINALLY…
• Have some snuggle
time
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THINGS TO DO: MAKE IT YOURSELF
PLAYDOUGH
Ingredients and Tools:
• 2 cups flour
• 1 cup salt
• 1 Tablespoon vegetable oil
• 2½ teaspoons cream of tartar
• 2 cups cold water
• Food coloring (enough to create desired
color)
• Wooden board
• Plastic bag or container
Directions:
1. In a medium saucepan, mix together
the flour, salt, vegetable oil, cream of tartar, water and food coloring.
2. Cook uncovered over medium heat for 7-10 minutes. Stir constantly until the
dough forms a large clump and is extremely difficult to stir or turn over (like your
“arm is about to fall off” hard to stir!)
3. Knead the dough. e kids can help with this part!
4. If you store the play dough in a plastic bag or airtight container, it will stay so©
and last for years.

SIDEWALK CHALK PAINT
Ingredients:
• ½ cup cornstarch
• ⅔ cup water
• Food coloring
Directions:
1. Mix the water and cornstarch
together. Stir until the cornstarch
dissolves.
2. Divide the paint mixture into the wells
of a muffin tin or similar painting tray.
3. Add food coloring to make different
colors.
Note: colors will dry much lighter on the sidewalk than they appear in the tin.
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THINGS TO DO: BACKYARD GAMES
CLOUD HUNTING
Head to your backyard to look for pictures in
the clouds. Lay back in the grass and hunt for
shapes and pictures floating by in the clouds.
See who can be the first to spot an animal, an
imaginary being, a building, a car, or any other
fun shapes you can think up. Encourage your
child to use their imagination. Give your child
prompts. Ask them to find a cloud that looks
like:
• Something you find in the ocean
• Something that can fly
• Something that starts with the letter B, M, T,
and so on
• Something you find in a zoo
• Something you eat

MARCO POLO WITH A TWIST
Modify this classic pool game to play in your
yard. It’s sure to tire your kids out! Assign
one child to be ‘Marco Polo.’ Have the other
children spread out. e child who is ‘Marco
Polo’ closes their eyes (or is blindfolded)
and calls out ‘Marco’ and the other children
respond ‘Polo.’ e child who is ‘it’ moves
toward the other children, trying to tag them.
When someone is tagged, the player who was
‘it’ becomes the new guide. If you are playing
with little ones, assign a “helper” to keep them
safe from running into stationary objects.
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THINGS TO DO: BACKYARD GAMES
RED LIGHT, GREEN LIGHT
is is a great game to get kids up and moving.
One child is ‘it’ and stands far away from
the others. When ‘it’ calls ‘Green Light,’ the
other players move towards him until he spins
around, calling ‘Red Light.’ When they hear
the red light command the other players must
freeze on the spot. Any child seen moving
must return to the starting line. e children
must remain frozen until the next ‘Green
Light’ command is given. Play continues until
someone reaches and tags ‘it.’ e tagger
becomes the new ‘it’ and the game begins again.

ANIMAL CHARADES
is fun game will get your kids moving and using their imagination. One child will
pick an animal and act out its sounds and movements while everyone else tries to
guess what animal it is.

MONKEY TAILS
Each player tucks a “tail” (a sock, bandana, or necktie) into their waistband. Each
player tries to collect as many tails from their opponents without letting anyone get
their tail. e last player with a tail wins.

xo

OUTDOOR TIC-TAC-TOE

Create your own Tic-Tac-Toe board with 10
rocks, some paint, and a piece of scrap wood or
cardboard for the base.

28

THINGS TO DO: OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Neighborhood
Scavenger Hunt

LEAF

WATER

SAND

BIRD

FLOWER

FLYING BUG

ROCK

BUG

SWING

BUTTERFLY

STOP SIGN

TREE

SOMETHING
YOU THINK
IS A
TREASURE

MAILBOX

FENCE

CAR

BIKE

DOG

BALL

PINECONE

SOMETHING
FUZZY

SOMETHING
BUMPY

A PIECE
OF LITTER

SOMETHING
COLORFUL

SQUIRREL
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THINGS TO DO: READ WITH YOUR CHILD

Tips for Reading

Reading with your child for as little as 15 minutes a day
can make a big difference in your child’s success in school.
Reading books to even the very youngest child is a
wonderful thing for both parent and child. It should be fun
for both of you. Some ideas you can try when reading with
your child:
Use your finger to point to a word as you read it. is
will help your child associate the sounds she’s hearing
with the printed word.
Add sound effects. When reading about a train going
down the tracks, add in a “Woo woo!” or a “Chug,
chug!”
Put words into action. When a balloon goes up,
up, up, li© your child in the air. When one character
hugs another, give your child a hug. If a character is
tromping up a hill, bounce the child on your knee.
Inflection also makes things more interesting. When a
giant is talking, talk in a lower voice, like a giant. When
an animal talks, use a squeaky or gruff voice to match
the animal.
When you’re reading a familiar book, one the child
has heard many times, try using a different ending.
You may say, “I do not like Green Eggs and Ham. I
do not like potatoes and cole slaw.” Your child should
recognize the “mistake.” You say, “Ooops!” and read
it correctly. If your child doesn’t recognize the mistake,
you can stop and ask him if that sounded right. e
key is encouraging your child to actively listen.
Read in different places. If you usually put your child in
your lap when reading, try lying on the floor instead.
Or in bed. Or read each chapter from a different place.
Point out the pictures accompanying the story and ask
about those pictures. If the picture is of a castle, ask,
“Who lives in a castle? What do you think it looks like
inside? Would you like to live in a castle?” You bring the
child into the story by engaging her imagination.
Let your child pick which book he wants to read
tonight. If it’s the same book you’ve read for the past
10 days straight, that’s OK. Children like familiarity.
You can use different voices, different movements,
different cadences to keep both you and your child
involved.
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85%
About 85% of brain
development happens
in the first 5 years
of life. Reading
in these critical
years significantly
influences a child’s
lifelong capacity to
learn.

4x
Students who are not
proficient readers by
3rd grade are 4 times
more likely to drop out
of high school.

48%
Only 48% of young
children in the U.S. are
read to each day.

3
By age 3, a child’s
brain has nearly
reached its
adult weight.

LET’S GET MOVING!
When you’re stuck indoors, moving and dancing can help get
everyone’s wiggles out. It’s also a great way to keep our bodies
healthy and strong!

Family dance
party

Red light, green
light

Animal moves and
grooves

Turn on some
music and have fun
dancing together.
You can even dance
from room-toroom in a conga
line. Stop the
music every once
in a while to play
“Freeze Dance!”

Find an open
area. When you
say “green light,”
your child has to
run fast, then stop
when you say “red
light.” Allow your
child to say “red
light, green light”
for you to stop and
move, too!

Take turns
pretending to
move like different
animals and guess
which animals they
are!

Let’s Talk!
Let’s twist, turn, jump,
wave, and wiggle all
around!

Let’s run super fast! Let’s
move super slooooowly.

Can you slither like a
snake? Hop like a bunny?
Leap like a frog?

13
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Turn to page 24 for St. Clair County Library Branch locations

Learning is everywhere, so talk, read, and sing
with your children about everything! It will build
their brains and make all future learning easier.

Talking is Teaching.
So Talk, read and Sing with your little ones, it’s the best way to
boost their brain power! It’s also a great way to love them!
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Receive free children’s books
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
for children age 0–5
The Imagination Library is a
gift to every child enrolled.
Each month a new, carefully
selected book is mailed in
the child’s name directly to
his or her home. Children
graduate from the program on
their 5th birthday.

How to enroll a child
If you live in St. Clair County
and have a child under 5 years
of age, you can register online at
www.greatstartstclair.org or call
(810) 455-4015.

Imagination Library is funded locally
by the St. Clair County Regional
Educational Service Agency, the United
Way of St. Clair County, grants and
donations.
United Way
of St. Clair County

Help us make a difference in the lives
of St. Clair County’s youngest children
Bringing books into the homes and lives of youngsters would not be
possible without the contributions we receive from generous donors.
Just $25 provides one child a book a month for one year. Every gift we
receive—no matter how small—is greatly appreciated.
To make a donation, visit tinyurl.com/ILdonate
or call (810) 455-4015.
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3415 28th Street
Port Huron, MI 48060

Phone (810) 987-6102
Fax
(810) 985-2165

St. Clair County Health Department
Jennifer Barrons, RN
jbarrons@stclaircounty.org

Linda Land, Representative
Lland@stclaircounty.org

Child Care
Center
Infants, Toddlers,
and Preschool

(810) 364-4900
675 Gratiot Blvd.
Marysville, MI 48040
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Cozy Corner
Summer Camp
For children who have completed
Kindergarten–5th grade

Monday–Friday, 7:30 am–4:30 pm
New themes each week with activities,
special guests, and surprise fun. Meals included.
Each child will receive a t-shirt & water bottle.
Pre-registration is required. Limited spots available.
Before and a©er care available, for an additional fee.
Preschool–Child Care available 12 months a year.

Where kids love to come, and love to learn.
4819 Lapeer Rd #E, Kimball, MI
Phone: (810) 984-8440 • Website: cozycornerchildcare.com
Email: cozycornercc@sbcglobal.net

35

We provide high-quality, cost
effective health care to any patient
and family member with short-term,
long-term, or end-of-life care.

• Home Health Care
• Private Duty
• Hospice Care

www.VNABWH.com � (810) 984-4131

Now enrolling for
3 and 4 year old Preschool
Call (810) 984-6537

Advocate. Innovate. Educate.

Playing and parenting

Play is a child’s work. Children learn about the
world around them through their play. You can
make almost anything a game. Teach them math
at the grocery store. Teach them words through
rhymes. Teach them rhythm by singing.
Learn more about playing to learn at:
www.families.naeyc.org
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Great Start Parent Coalition
People working together to give every
St. Clair County child a great start

WE WANT TO HEAR about your experiences as a parent. Your comments will
help us better understand the needs and desires of parents and families in the
county.
JOIN US once a month to plan activities that support our families and their
young children. We meet the second Thursday of every month from 5:30–7 p.m.
at the St. Clair County RESA East Campus, 1111 Delaware, 2nd floor of the
Marysville City Hall building in Marysville. Dinner and on-site child care are
available free to those who RSVP by the Tuesday before each meeting.
RSVP TO: Jennifer Gunderson, Parent Liaison
Phone: (810) 455-4443 • email: Gunderson.Jennifer@sccresa.org
Online: GreatStartStClair.org (“Parents Coalition” tab on the left)
Join our Facebook Group to
connect with other parents,
get details about coming
events, and read the latest
news.
Search: Great Start Parent
Coalition – St. Clair Co.

Find us on Pinterest for
age-appropriate activities
for your child, parenting
information, and more.
Search: Great Start Parent
Coalition St. Clair County

ese materials were developed under a grant from the Michigan Department of Education
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STAY
CONNECTED
Stay up-to-date on the latest Great
Start news, programs and events:

Facebook:

St. Clair County Great
Start Collaborative

Twitter:

GreatStartStClair

Pinterest:

pinterest.com/greatstartsc

Website:

www.GreatStartStClair.org

e-newsletter:

www.GreatStartStClair.org
e Great Start Program is administered locally by:

REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY
499 Range Road, PO Box 1500, Marysville, MI 48040
(810) 364-8990 • www.sccresa.org
5/2020
Printing for this booklet is paid for by ad sponsors, funding from the Michigan Department of Education
and the Children’s Trust Fund grant.

